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236,092 Office Holders

By J. GRATTON GREY
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has charms for the feminine eye that
LCE other fabrics possess. It appeals to

the art sense, to the taste for a fineness that

has been wrought with great pains, and to
the pride of personal decorativeness. More-

over, lace has been a ready ally of all that
effort at heightened mystery which has played

in femininity's conquest of theso large a part
masculine world.

How early the invention of "open work"

Wit made we do not know, but meshed
articles of women's wear have been discovered
in the tombs of ancient Egypt. In our own

age the rage for lace is by no means new, for
as early as 1210 we have record of a rule for
English nuns which reads: "Make no purses
or lace, but shape and sew poor men's clothes."
The two oldest pieces of ornamental lace in

the world are at Assisi, and consist of two
albs said to have been worn by St. Francis.

On the left is shown a wonderful lace
of the unfortunategown, once the possession

French empress, Eugenie. It is now owned
by Maj. George W. McLean. It is valued at
$25,000. When the empress was compelled to
leave France, she disposed of this gown among
other possessions, and though she has lived

beyond the span of average mortal life, her
gown will bng outlast her. On the right is

lace which has beena rare cape of ld Spanish
brought across the seas from Madrid for
exhibition at the Boston Lace Show.


